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Ed Blackburn: Welcome to the Texas Rural Land News & Review, a new media show about the 
news, trends and issues affecting rural land in Texas.  I'm your host, Ed Blackburn.  This is one of a 
series of interviews where we focus on what impact wind energy is having on rural land values.  I have 
asked a number of land brokers and land appraisers, landowners, politicians, and academics to comment 
as to whether or not there is indeed an impact on land value due to the presence of wind turbines on a 
given property.  While each episode begins with my asking the same question, the conversation 
frequently turns to other issues regarding wind energy in Texas. 
 
Steven E. Thompson is an attorney-at-law and founder of Steven E. Thompson & Associates.  He's been 
an active advocate for landowners opposing wind energy development in certain areas of Texas. 
 
Mr. Thompson is one of the few attorneys in Texas, if not the nation, who have been involved in litigation 
in regard to wind energy and wind energy rights.  His insights are interesting and thoughtful. 
 
Listen to Mr. Thompson's comments. 
 
Does the presence of wind turbines on a given farm or ranch property enhance or detract from that 
property's market value in your opinion?  We'll also assume that there is an income stream being 
produced to the landowner who has little turbines. 
 
Steven Thompson: Well, the answer to that question varies from place to place and location to 
location.  It's been my experience that turbines on a piece of property enhance the value of land because 
of the income stream that's being generated.  Typically, these properties that turbines are being put on 
are ranch-type properties where the owner is using the property to generate income any way that he can.  
We got oil and gas, cattle, hay, other types of crops and they view wind turbines as just another means of 
making money off the land.  So, I think that the income stream that's generated by having turbines on the 
property enhances the value of the property, although we've seen appraisal districts actually reduce the 
value of the homestead on the property because of the effect of having wind turbines so close to a home. 
 
Ed Blackburn: That's to the surface, right? 
  
Steven Thompson: Right.  Typically, what that do is they'll have a homestead on, say, it's a 600-acre 
track.  They will have a homestead of 1 to 20 acres with a house on it.  That particular track will be 
reduced to value by appraisal districts because of the effect of wind turbines on that property and they do 
the same thing with neighboring properties.  Typically, neighboring properties, the values are reduced by 
the appraisal districts because of the impact of having turbines so close to their property.  You have to 
remember that most of these areas where these wind farms are going in, there's rural property, and there 
are two types of folks that are buying that property typically.  Those folks who have had it for a long time 
that are working on the land and then you find a lot of folks who are buying ranches to escape from the 
hustle and bustle of whatever city it might be, the metroplex or Houston or other areas, and they're 
looking to get out into a quiet, scenic, wildlife, natural environment, and they purchase property for that 
purpose.  Well, when you're surrounded by wind turbines, it sort of takes away from the pole that those 
people have when they bought a property and you find the people that are looking for property that is 



away from it all are much less interested in a track of land that's surrounded by wind turbines so that they 
can get the same thing without the wind turbines someplace else. 
 
Ed Blackburn: So even a long time landowner who's a neighbor to someone who has a wind 
turbines on his or her property, the desirability, let me use that word, the desirability of his property is 
reduced and thereby probably the market value. 
 
Steven Thompson: Yes, typically.  There are those people out there in the market that think wind 
turbines are beautiful and majestic looking and they're not bothered by them at all, but I think that that's 
not the typical purchaser that's out there shopping the property. 
 
Ed Blackburn: Well, now, you had experience last year out in the Abilene area I think you said a 
little bit earlier.  Can you tell our listeners a little bit about what happened there? 
 
Steven Thompson: Sure.  I had a client, a corporate client of mine and the owner of that business 
has a ranch south of Abilene, and south of Abilene, amazingly for me, I discovered is a very beautiful 
scenic, rolling hills, creeks, plus valleys.  It's a lot like the hill country and I was surprised that that type of 
topography stretched up that close to Abilene.  He was concerned about wind turbines coming to the 
area.  He had purchased this property years ago with the idea of building a ranch someday for him and 
his family and raising family out in the country.  Then he worked the property quite a bit and had invested 
almost everything he had into that property and he was really concerned about what would happen if wind 
turbines ended up being constructed all around his property.  That was in February of 2005.  Long story 
short, there were quite a number of other folks in that area that also did not want those turbines in that 
area.  They weren't opposed to wind farms per se.  They just felt like this was one of the most scenic 
areas in Taylor County and it just didn't make a lot of sense to change the heritage and the culture and 
the natural scenic beauty of this Texas natural resources.  So, they hired me to attempt to stop the wind 
farms development, which we did.  We had a temporary injunction hearing which was denied.  It was a 
two-day hearing.  At the end of the hearing, they denied our motion and at that point it became a sue for 
damages and we tried that case in December 2006. 
 
Ed Blackburn: I see.  What was the outcome? 
 
Steven Thompson: We had a jury that was hung for a while and in the end, 11 folks sided with the 
wind turbine company and one person sided with us.  The only issue that we were able to bring before 
the jury was the noise impact whether the noise from the turbines constitute a nuisance as to these 
properties or not.  The noise effects on the properties varied for property to property.  I was really 
surprised of the outcome.  We talked to some of the juries after the trial and they were very, very 
sympathetic to us, but there was a couple of folks on the jury that were not going to rule on our favor and 
oftentimes with juries, they will end up going the way of the strongest members.  I think that's what 
happened to us.  
 
Ed Blackburn: Well, Steve, I guess there will be going to be more of this in the future. 
 
Steven Thompson: These things are popping up all over the state and we've got lawsuits filed in a 
couple other counties and it's -- really, the reason why these suits are being filed is to try to get some sort 
of control or input into what these wind energy companies are doing.  Unfortunately, our state does not 
regulate this industry at all.  They can put wind turbines anywhere they want and it's just amazing that our 
state would not regulate such a major, what's becoming a major industry.  We are taking the posture in 
some of these other litigation matters or we're trying to work with the wind energy companies as opposed 



to spending lots of money litigating and filing.  We're trying to get from them some considerations as far 
as offsets, moving these turbines away from property lines, doing certain testing to make sure that the 
noise levels aren't exceeding the background levels by anything that's significant.  There's also an effect 
called flicker effect.  When the sun is setting or rising behind the turbines, it can have a very dramatic 
effect.  I mean you're talking about shadows that stretch hundreds of yards that are moving quite quickly 
and it's really a disturbing effect.  The wind energy companies now are starting to work with us and do 
some studies and to do some things to mitigate or remedy those effects.  So, we're actually trying to start 
working with these people as opposed to fighting with these people.  Basically, what we're doing is what 
the state of Texas should be doing, but for whatever reason has decided that they are not going to be in 
that business. 
 
Ed Blackburn: Well, speaking of that, your recent comment, the comment you just made 
brought up another question in my mind.  What about the legislative process?  Do you all have the ear of 
any Texas legislators? 
 
Steven Thompson: I think you've interviewed Jack Hunt.  Jack is the CEO of King Ranch and Jack 
Hunt and the King Ranch folks have been on the forefront of trying to get some sort of legislation 
introduced and some sort of regulation put in place, just the most basic of regulation, a permitting 
process, a process that would take a look at where these turbines are going to go in and try to do analysis 
from an environmental perspective, from a cultural perspective, migratory bird perspective, those sorts of 
things.  I know that they worked very diligently last session.  They did have the ear of a couple of key 
folks and they came pretty close to getting that legislation passed.  Unfortunately, the governor insisted 
that the language be removed from the bill that was in or he would kill the whole bill for a variety of 
reasons and eventually the sponsors did take that language out, but the King Ranch folks have been very 
instrumental in trying to get something done and I know that they're looking to the next session in 2009 to 
see if we can get something done then.  I think that they'll have more success because the issue really is 
starting to make its way into people's homes and people are starting to become aware of what's going on 
because, quite frankly, years ago this was something that was all out in west Texas and no one really 
cared about it.  Well, they have plans to put dozens and dozens and dozens of wind farms between 
Abilene and north of Dallas-Fort Worth, all the way down to Waco and Austin, Fredericksburg, Kerrville, 
and Stephenville.  People are starting to be impacted by the great wind rush of 2006 to 2007 and I think 
that a lot of those folks are chewing on the ears of their congressmen. 
 
Ed Blackburn: Well, I gather from your tone that you would like to see this be settled in a more 
friendly manner, but do you anticipate any strident controversy in the future? 
 
Steven Thompson: Well, you mean other than litigation and civil court houses? 
 
Ed Blackburn: Yes. 
 
Steven Thompson: Well, I think that there's going to be a lot of litigation probably that's going to 
occur and I think that as that occurs, it's going to have its effects where people are going to start pushing 
the legislators to do something.  What we're facing, we just sort of got real on the whole thing.  These 
people are so well funded.  They're so powerful.  They have everything on their side.  Basically, we're 
small groups of landowners in different counties that are trying to fight them and that's just not something 
that we're going to be able to win at I don't think. 
 
Ed Blackburn: I see. 
 



Steven Thompson: I could be able to win in the courtroom, but I have noticed that some of the folks 
that we've butted heads with and they've had to spend a lot of money butting heads with us, I've seen 
they're a lot more receptive to trying to work together to minimize the expenses and they are looking at it 
from their own PR standpoints too.  They really don't want to be the bad guys.  They just want to conduct 
their business. 
 
Ed Blackburn: Well, that certainly makes sense.  Steve, we've run out of time here and I'd like to 
wind down, but before we do so, before we say goodbye to one another, do you have any last comments 
that you think the listeners should know? 
 
Steven Thompson: Well, I would strongly advise your listeners to educate themselves on the whole 
wind energy craze because, you know, one of the things that we learned in this process is that wind 
energy really doesn't work.  Our government, the Department of Energy says that if we continue to 
construct wind farms all over the state of Texas in the United States of America, that we might get 1% of 
our electricity from wind energy by the year 2030.  To me, that's not a very significant number especially 
in light of the amount of money that we're putting into it, the huge amount of tax dollars that are being 
dedicated towards it, and the natural landscapes of the state of Texas that are being destroyed by wind 
farms.  We all think that it's green energy and we get warm and fuzzy over that, but when you start 
studying wind energy and what's really going on, most people come to the conclusion that this isn't in the 
best interest of the state or of our country.  So, I advise your listeners to research it for themselves. 
 
Ed Blackburn: Well, Steve, I want to thank you very much for your comments and insights and I 
hope that we might be able to visit this subject sometime in the future because I suspect that we will have 
the opportunity to do so. 
 
Steven Thompson: Happy to do that anytime. 
 
Ed Blackburn: Thanks so much. 
 
Steven Thompson: Take care. 
 
This episode was brought to you by The Stinson Dewhurst Foundation, dedicated to supporting and 
promoting new media as the mode of communication and entertainment for the 21st century.  Thanks for 
listening.  For the Texas Rural Land News & Review, I'm Ed Blackburn. 


